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The Den 
 
AMCS Parent Night, Oct. 7th, 6-7 PM via Zoom 
Held in lieu of ASD’s student-led conferences, the UAA Advisors and AMCS Staff will talk about how 
the year is progressing and what to expect next.  Whether you are able to attend the meeting or not, 
please complete the Parent Survey that we emailed you earlier this week.  The information gathered 
will help the AMCS Staff and UAA Advisors in meeting the needs of our learning community.  Please 
RSVP if you plan to attend, register now. 
 
Spring 2021 Class 
AMCS will start accepting applications for the 2021 Spring Class.  Information Night is October 14th at 
6 PM via Zoom. The application link opens October 15th and closes December 14th. The program is 
looking for seniors who are planning to graduate this December. We invite these seniors to apply to 
the program and join the Pack for a semester. Let us expand our Pack, share this information with 
students who might want to join our program. 
 

Wolf-wise Workshops (W3)   

October 
   2 Overview of E-Portfolio: From the Classroom to the Job   Register Now 
  Friday at 11:30 am via Zoom  

Presented by Paul Wasko, UAA e-Portfolio Services Coordinator.  The workshop will 
present an overview of features in the software along with a discussion on strategies on 
how to best meet course assignment requirements to using a portfolio for college and job 
applications.  

   
   9 College Essays that Work    Register Now 
  Friday at 11:30 am via Zoom 

Ms. Sherwood will present a seminar on how to write an engaging, effective, and 

mailto:amcs@asdk12.org
https://www.asdk12.org/amcs
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/M62C8JJ
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/YTRSY7M
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2X6RQX3
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exceptional college essay that will capture the attention of the admission 
committees.  Students will look at some successful college essays (from students who 
were accepted at major universities), and find resources to help them in their 
writing.  Students are encouraged to bring their essay to the workshop and submit it to 
Ms. Sherwood for feedback.  
 

  16 & 23 No workshop - no ASD classes, UAA is in session 
 
 30 UAA Application Day  Register Now 
  Friday at 11:30 am via Zoom  

Join the members of UAA Admission Office to apply and submit to UAA for Fall 2021 
 

Pack News 
 
Counselor's Corner 

October is going to be an exciting month as the Student Services Office has planned several 
events to aid AMCS parents and students in planning for next semester and college.  Please 
see below (or the attachment) for upcoming dates.  Remember to sign up for the AMCS Student 
Services Remind for by sending a text to 81010 and texting the message “@amcsst”. 
Seniors who are planning and hope to qualify for the Alaska Performance Scholarship need to 
take either the ACT, SAT, or WorkKeys test.  Only the class of 2020 received a waiver for the 
tests.  In addition, students who are planning to graduate in December need to notify Ms. 
Andresen. 

The PSAT, which the Juniors typically take in the fall, has been postponed until January 26th.  
AMCS students typically take the test at their affiliate school.  Contact information and due dates 
will be available in the next newsletter.  Space will be limited to maintain social distancing so 
make sure to sign up on time! 

Students who still need to take a PE/Health credit might want to consider signing up for an online 
course 2nd quarter.  These courses allow students to complete a semester’s worth of material in 
nine weeks. Students who feel as if they can add to their current workload can take Nutrition & 
Wellness, Personal Fitness, or Health 1:  Life Management Skills.  Course descriptions are 
available at https://edynamiclearning.com/courses/?order=asc&orderby=title.  Please contact 
Ms. Andresen by Oct. 15th if you would like to sign up for a class. 

Junior/Senior Presentations, Oct. 5th-15th, during Ms. Sherwood’s Advisory Classes 
Ms. Andresen will visit the classes to discuss understanding transcripts and graduation 
requirements, PSAT/ACT/SAT testing, Alaska Performance Scholarship, 2nd semester 
scheduling, and the college search timeline.  Students will receive a copy of their transcript prior 
to the class meeting.   
 
Juniors and Seniors who aren’t in Ms. Sherwood’s advisory are welcome to join the 
discussion but need to RSVP by Oct. 5th at https://forms.gle/uFCqxP6zSHKGwbuNA. 

 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/BWDYT5X
https://edynamiclearning.com/courses/?order=asc&orderby=title
https://forms.gle/uFCqxP6zSHKGwbuNA
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Second Quarter Single Course Enrollment Forms due Oct. 9th 
If you are planning to take a course at your affiliate high school, complete the single course 
enrollment form located at https://www.asdk12.org/domain/4675 and email it to Ms. Andresen at 
Andresen_Shelly@asdk12.org.  Remember, page two of the form does not apply to you.  Please 
indicate what period(s) you are available for the class you are requesting.  The affiliate school 
schedule is 1st hr. 8:00-9:35 AM, 2nd hr. 9:45-11:15 AM, and 3rd hr. 11:40 AM -1:15 PM. 
 

College Virtual Visits 
University of Alaska Fairbanks Admissions, Oct. 15th, 1:15-1:55 PM 
The University of Alaska Fairbanks will be hosting an admissions and general info virtual 
presentation. Come learn about applying to UAF and financial aid, scholarships, and campus 
life! Meeting link:  https://alaska.zoom.us/j/85798199536 
 
University of Oregon Admissions Counselor, Oct. 16th, 10:00-10:45 AM  
Registration Meeting Link: https://connect.uoregon.edu/register/amcs101620. 
 
Out-of-State University Panel, Oct. 22nd, 6:00-7:30 PM 
Geared for Alaska students, the panel will discuss the benefits of attending college out-of-state 
and answer admission-related questions.  For more information and to register go to 
https://depaul.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Zo1IHowUQ5OKpg97A3PQ3A. 
 

Senior Seminar Series 
Funding Your Future (FYF) Presentation, Oct 21st, 6:00-7:00 PM  
Families who want to learn more about applying for the Free Application for Federal Student 
Aid (FAFSA) are encouraged to attend this presentation provided by the Alaska Commission 
on Postsecondary Education (ACPE) Success Center Staff.  Scholarships, grants, and WUE 
will also be discussed.to learn more about financial aid and how to apply for it.  The meeting 
will be held via Zoom at: https://zoom.us/j/92514573747?pwd=MFYrTmVUUUFOaDFoR09UWHlmY05kdz09 
 
Funding Your Future (FYF) Presentation hosted by King Tech High School (KTHS), Oct 
27th, 6:00-7:00 PM  
AMCS and KTHS are partnering to offer parents and students another option to attend the FYF 
presentation:  https://zoom.us/j/96514384221?pwd=c0V2ek5sNWdSM0M2bDJIMGNSVVRnUT09. 

U Howls 
 
Get Help Now 

Are you struggling or not getting the grade you want?  Now is the time to reach out for help.    
First step is to reach out to your professor or advisor. Schedule an appointment now.  Until your 
appointment, here are some UAA resources that are totally offered online. 
 

Student Resources at UAA Learning Commons – Fall 2020 online services 
Learning Commons Help Desk 
Resource Coaches at the LC Help Desk provide support for navigating UAA’s systems, including 
technology, resources, and services. The LC Help Desk also provides support with developing 
transferable skills for college and beyond. You can connect with the LC Help Desk through email 
or Google Hangout: UAALCHelpDesk@gmail.com. 

https://www.asdk12.org/domain/4675
mailto:Andresen_Shelly@asdk12.org
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Falaska.zoom.us%2Fj%2F85798199536&data=02%7C01%7CAndresen_Shelly%40asdk12.org%7C5da3471ca7704076357c08d864caaef8%7C036ce601e95a4e46a3bd6b742ed4bb35%7C0%7C0%7C637370168973724868&sdata=kTysExCnr8JkbsB8Op%2BZx5JxqUekOs2wMckZoCEOpWg%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2Fnam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com%2F%3Furl%3Dhttps*3A*2F*2Fconnect.uoregon.edu*2Fregister*2Famcs101620%26data%3D02*7C01*7CAndresen_Shelly*40asdk12.org*7C5ef07f663dfd4ce04f1908d8542a30c9*7C036ce601e95a4e46a3bd6b742ed4bb35*7C0*7C0*7C637351887474106077%26sdata%3DpJRWtIPmcOvxzGqHjV6rht0zJz337P1QT4VUT7kR*2B4E*3D%26reserved%3D0__%3BJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUl!!C5qS4YX3!VllJNP76uAqX15mO60I10yenZBlE_xMu2RswmaHk5UoBXRdVYoYWZ-I36CLg5Hj29Qo%24&data=02%7C01%7CAndresen_Shelly%40asdk12.org%7C663765d630cb4872cdb008d854de7c1c%7C036ce601e95a4e46a3bd6b742ed4bb35%7C0%7C0%7C637352661830719814&sdata=vaZkJmYdK8t7lhspqH6yPcg1AVwe%2BGuTj5d3%2Bw46ZP0%3D&reserved=0
https://depaul.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Zo1IHowUQ5OKpg97A3PQ3A
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fzoom.us%2Fj%2F92514573747%3Fpwd%3DMFYrTmVUUUFOaDFoR09UWHlmY05kdz09&data=02%7C01%7CAndresen_Shelly%40asdk12.org%7C5b1e1f8a68c6413eeb2708d85f164027%7C036ce601e95a4e46a3bd6b742ed4bb35%7C0%7C1%7C637363896449837535&sdata=dH5upFc%2BLvMv%2BKCxjAaEuTtZVwSvTHoyDBuniNjt%2Bnw%3D&reserved=0
https://zoom.us/j/96514384221?pwd=c0V2ek5sNWdSM0M2bDJIMGNSVVRnUT09
https://uaa.campus.eab.com/
https://www.uaa.alaska.edu/academics/community-and-technical-college/departments/learning-commons/academic-coaching-center/index.cshtml
mailto:UAALCHelpDesk@gmail.com
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Math Lab 
Instilling knowledge of mathematical concepts from pre-Algebra through pre-Calculus and 
beyond. The Math Lab works with students to help them learn, remember, and build upon the 
concepts taught in class. Help sessions are provided via Zoom. 

Science Tutoring 
Science tutoring in chemistry, anatomy & physiology, and physics is generally available during Fall 
and Spring semesters. Help sessions are provided via Zoom. 

The Communication Center 
Support for all your communications projects, for any class. Communication Coaches can 
provide feedback not only on your structure and development, but to enhance vocal delivery 
and nonverbal support. The Communication Center provides tutoring via live GoBoard 
sessions. 

The Writing Center 
Helping people improve any part of their writing process—including brainstorming, developing 
ideas, and polishing language. Consultants can live chat about your work via GoBoard, or help 
through Email Writing Consultations. After a student submits their work, a Consultant will make 
comments on the document and return it within 48 hours. 
 
For students who want to develop their English Language comprehension and usage, the 
Writing Center provides one-on-one support through Language Partners. Partners can meet 
regularly via GoBoard and are arranged via the Program Specialist’s email: 
hteel1@alaska.edu. 

Free Resources 
The Learning Commons provides free digital resources for access anytime. Our YouTube 
Channel has peer resource coaches created tutorials and our WoodburnPlus page has 
printables and info-guides for student success. Check out our website under the Free 
Resources tab. 

 

2020 Anchorage Alaska College and Career Fair, Oct. 13th & 14th 

Registration is now open.  For more information go to https://www.uaa.alaska.edu/collegefair. 

Spring Advising Appointments 
Spring semester is just right around the corner and advising starts soon.  Appointment with 
your advisor is scheduled base on the following the following priority. 

Middle College Senior Priority Advising October 26th – November 6th 
Middle College Junior Priority Advising November 9th – 20th 
New student advising appointments begin November 30th – December 17th 

 

In order to get an appointment, you must complete: 
1. UAA Title IX Training  
2. Fall 2020 mid-term grades are on file with your advisor  

 
Prior to your appointment you must complete: 

1. Know the remaining courses you need to complete high school diploma requirements 
2. Research college courses you need for the degree you are pursuing 

https://www.uaa.alaska.edu/academics/community-and-technical-college/departments/learning-commons/math-lab/index.cshtml
https://www.uaa.alaska.edu/academics/community-and-technical-college/departments/learning-commons/science_tutoring/index.cshtml
https://www.uaa.alaska.edu/academics/community-and-technical-college/departments/learning-commons/communication-center/index.cshtml
https://www.uaa.alaska.edu/academics/community-and-technical-college/departments/learning-commons/writing-center/index.cshtml
https://www.uaa.alaska.edu/academics/community-and-technical-college/departments/learning-commons/writing-center/email-tutoring-service.cshtml
mailto:hteel1@alaska.edu
https://www.uaa.alaska.edu/academics/community-and-technical-college/departments/learning-commons/free-resources/
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.uaa.alaska.edu%2Fcollegefair&data=02%7C01%7Candresen_shelly%40asdk12.org%7C6a30da71ee624a62063308d850227559%7C036ce601e95a4e46a3bd6b742ed4bb35%7C0%7C0%7C637347456224994849&sdata=wftY91Em9eDY6DEY9NaOTdLiSbN25g%2FHqWsr8MxeFJQ%3D&reserved=0
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“Our weakness lies in giving up.  
The most certain way to succeed is 
always to try just one more time.” 

~ Thomas A. Edison 

 

Upcoming Important Dates 
October 

  2 Workshop:  Overview of E-Portfolio: From the Classroom to the Job 
  9 Workshop:  College Essays that Work 
 Second Quarter Single Course Enrollment Form Due 
13 39th Annual Anchorage Alaska College Career Fair (virtual): College Exploration Panel 

Presentations  
14 39th Annual Anchorage Alaska College Career Fair (virtual): College Virtual College Fair 
14 2021 AMCS Spring Class Information Night via Zoom 
15 2021 Spring AMCS Class application opens 
16 No high school classes; UAA still in session  
23  No high school classes; UAA still in session 
30 UAA Application Day 
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Wanted: Pack Leaders 
 

. 
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Pack Leaders 
 

Administration 

Kern McGinley, Principal mcginley_kern@asdk12.org  
Denise Edwards, Assitant Principal edwards_denise@asdk12.org  
Gabriele Beltz, Administrative Assistant  beltz_gabriele@asdk12.org 
Jane Todd, Registrar todd_jane@asdk12.org 

 

Program 

Kim Griffis, AMCS Coordinator  griffis_kimberly@asdk12.org  
Shelly Andresen, AMCS Counselor andresen_shelly@asdk12.org  
Beth Sherwood, AMCS Writing Teacher sherwood_beth@asdk12.org  
Ariel Harbison, AMCS Math Teacher harbison_ariel@asdk12.org 
 

University of Alaska Anchorage 
Tamika Dowdy, AMCS Program Coordinator tfdowdy@alaska.edu  
Heather Brekke, AMCS Advisor hlbrekke@alaska.edu 

 
  

mailto:mcginley_kern@asdk12.org
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mailto:andresen_shelly@asdk12.org
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